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Preston New Road Exploration Works | Community Liaison Group 
Date:   

Tuesday, 8th October 2019      

Venue:  

Wrea Green Institute, Station Road, Wrea Green, Preston, PR4 2PH 

Attending:  

Councillor Paul Hayhurst, member for Fylde West division on Lancashire County Council 

Councillor Julie Brickles, member for Warton and Westby ward on Fylde Borough Council 

Councillor John Kirkham, member for Warton and Westby ward on Fylde Borough Council 

Councillor Dawn Ansell, Weeton-with-Preese Parish Council 

Miranda Cox, Kirkham Town Council 

Councillor Stuart Harrison, Medlar-with-Wesham Town Council 

Jan Gregson, Local Community Representative 

Christopher Holliday, Local Community Representative 

Joyce Whittle, Local Community Representative 

Andrew Mullaney, Lancashire County Council  

Steve Molyneux, Environment Agency  

John Neville, Environment Agency 

Sergeant Anthony Alves, Lancashire Constabulary 

Sergeant Martin Mason, Lancashire Constabulary 

Laura Hughes, Cuadrilla  

Rowland Wright, Cuadrilla  

Charlotte Woods, Lexington Communications 

 

Apologies:  

David Kirkham, Westby-with-Plumptons Parish Council 

Mary Finn, Local Community Representative 

Mary Ellison, Local Community Representative 

Liz Cheadle, Local Community Representative 

Lawrence Donaldson, Health and Safety Executive 

Toni Harvey, Oil and Gas Authority  

 

 

 

Item  Action 

1. 

 

 

Welcome and apologies 

Councillor Paul Hayhurst welcomed attendees and Charlotte Woods noted the 

apologies received. 

 

 

2. Agree meeting report of Monday 2nd September 2019  
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Members approved the meeting report as an accurate record. Miranda Cox 

reminded attendees that whilst she is the Kirkham Town Council 

representative, she is not an elected town councillor. 

3. Review actions arising from previous meeting 

Action 1. Charlotte Woods to investigate – Charlotte Woods confirmed that she 

had investigated the location of respondents to the BEIS Attitudes Tracker and 

provided an update to members via email last month.  

Action 2. Laura Hughes to confirm – Laura Hughes advised that Cuadrilla had 

received reports of felt seismicity from Lytham St Annes, and would advise of 

the location of the ground motion stations near St Annes at the next meeting. 

Action 3. Laura Hughes to advise – Laura Hughes confirmed that the sand taken 

off site on Monday 2nd September was damp and had therefore been taken 

offsite to be reused elsewhere.  

Action 4. Charlotte Woods to update agenda – Charlotte Woods confirmed that 

she had updated the agenda accordingly.   

Action 5. Steve Molyneux to investigate – Steve Molyneux advised that he had 

resolved Councillor Julie Brickles’ question regarding the FOI request at the end 

of September’s meeting.  

Action 6. Steve Molyneux to report back – Steve Molyneux advised that, as 

permitting and planning are decoupled, no change would be needed to the 

existing permits if a planning extension is granted.  

Action 7. Charlotte Woods to raise – Charlotte Woods advised that residents 

living within Wrea Green had suggested they were not represented on the CLG. 

She further questioned whether attendees were happy to agree to a 

representative from Wrea Green Parish Council being appointed to the CLG.  

In response to the suggestion, Joyce Whittle considered that if there are any 

additional representatives appointed, they should be chosen from within the 

Westby-with-Plumptons community, as the Parish in which Cuadrilla’s site is 

located. Councillor Paul Hayhurst suggested that seismicity has impacted a 

wider area and therefore residents in Wrea Green should have a voice within 

the Group.  

A conversation ensued regarding the opportunity to appoint new 

representatives to the Group, with Andrew Mullaney confirming that there had 

been significant deviation from the initial membership and that members can 

be appointed subject to the agreement of the majority of CLG members.  

Councillor Dawn Ansell suggested that the Wrea Green representative should 

be an elected member of the Wrea Green Parish Council, which was agreed by 

the Group. Councillor Paul Hayhurst subsequently asked for a show of hands in 

agreement with the appointment of a representative from Wrea Green Parish 
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Council and a further representative from within Westby-with-Plumptons to 

the CLG. This was agreed by the Group.  

regarding 

additional 

CLG 

membership 

4. Lancashire Police update 

Sergeant Anthony Alves provided an update on behalf of Lancashire 

Constabulary. He advised that the number of officers deployed to Cuadrilla’s 

site had been reduced and that the number was being reviewed on a day by 

day basis. He noted that there had been three complaints in September and 

that there were ten rolling complaints.  

Sergeant Anthony Alves subsequently advised of two incidents that had taken 

place in September. The first took place on 10th September and involved a 

large boat blocking the entrance of the Preston New Road site. As the boat did 

not block the carriageway, there were no arrests. The second incident took 

place on 16th September and saw a protester climb onto a vehicle with a 

camping chair, causing damage to the vehicle and resulting in the protester 

being charged with criminal damage.  

 

 

5. Site update  

Laura Hughes explained that hydraulic fracturing at Preston New Road remains 

suspended following the seismicity experienced over the August Bank Holiday 

weekend. She advised that Cuadrilla has demobilised the fracturing equipment 

and plans to move on to the well testing phase imminently.  

Laura Hughes subsequently advised that the data Cuadrilla has collected during 

the fracturing operations, continues to be reviewed with the OGA.  

Laura Hughes outlined that due to the volume of rain experienced over recent 

weeks, alongside changes in local field drainage, several tankers had to be 

brought on site on Sunday 29th September to manage the rainwater collected 

on site. She advised that the situation had been identified as “essential” within 

the Traffic Management Plan and that both Lancashire County Council and 

Lancashire Constabulary had been informed ahead of the operation. She 

further noted that the Environment Agency undertook a site visit on Monday 

30th  to verify that Cuadrilla was managing the situation appropriately.  

Councillor Paul Hayhurst asked attendees whether they had any questions, 

with several being raised: 

- Was the need to tanker water off site related to the ongoing United 

Utilities work near site? Laura Hughes advised the water levels on site 

are unrelated to the ongoing United Utilities works. 

 

- Why have hoses been run around the perimeter of the field? Laura 

Hughes advised that Cuadrilla has had to transfer water from one side 
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of the site to the other, outside of the noise wall, to  to reduce the risk 

of field water flowing onto the site. She advised that Cuadrilla is 

undertaking this work in collaboration with the field owner.  

 

- What are the drainage changes you are referring to? Laura Hughes 

advised that new drains had been installed in the nearby fields, 

meaning rainwater is being drained more quickly that previously into 

the immediate vicinity of the site.  

 

- How can Cuadrilla ensure that the water being tankered away from 

site is safe? Laura Hughes advised that the water is treated via the 

same management protocols as any other water collected on site. 

Steve Molyneux reiterated that Cuadrilla has to treat all water on site 

in the same way, no matter where it is collected from and the EA have 

verified that this process is robust.  

 

- Has Cuadrilla begun flow testing and have you experienced any 

flowback? Laura Hughes advised that Cuadrilla has consent to begin 

the well testing phase and that this will begin shortly.  

 

- Where will the flowback fluid be treated? Laura Hughes advised that 

she is unable to confirm the exact location, due to the threat of direct 

action, however the flowback fluid is being transported to a suitably 

licenced service provider.  

 

- How long will flow testing last? Laura Hughes confirmed flow testing 

will last a matter of months. 

 

- Why did Cuadrilla use a crane on site following the removal of the 

coiled tubing tower? Laura Hughes confirmed that the crane was used 

to support the injector head whilst running the velocity string and that 

this was easier and safer than using the tower. 

 

- What is the status of the planning application to extend Cuadrilla’s 

ability to drill and hydraulically fracture at Preston New Road? Laura 

Hughes confirmed that Cuadrilla has not yet submitted an application 

to vary the current planning permission and is considering options.  

She confirmed that the company’s focus is currently on the well testing 

phase. 

 

- Will Cuadrilla be using a nitrogen lift? Laura Hughes advised that the 

permit variation to allow the use of nitrogen to clean up the well is still 

ongoing. 
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- What were the grey cylinders taken onto site yesterday/today? Laura 

Hughes advised that the cylinders were well testing equipment, as a 

contingency for storage of liquid hydrocarbons, should they be 

produced during the test.  

 

- How many claims has Cuadrilla received regarding damage caused by 

seismicity and how many claims has Cuadrilla accepted liability for? 

Laura Hughes advised that she is unable to share the number of claims 

received as the process of evaluation is ongoing. She advised that small 

payments have been offered to some individuals as a gesture of 

goodwill even thought the cause of the minor cosmetic damage 

remains undetermined. She confirmed that some individuals have 

chosen not to accept these payments and will instead engage with the 

appointed loss adjuster.  

 

- Were the visits to the homes of those claiming to have experienced 

damage undertaken by a qualified structural engineer? Laura Hughes 

advised that Cuadrilla prioritised reacting quickly and personally to all 

enquiries and therefore sent members of the Cuadrilla team to the 

households in question. She considered that this personal contact was 

an opportunity for enquirers to experience face to face engagement as 

opposed to, for example, a call centre. She suggested that Cuadrilla did 

not wish to argue with those who claimed to be affected and that the 

meetings were an opportunity to resolve the situation in an informal 

way. Laura Hughes further confirmed that the appointed loss adjustor 

is a Chartered Loss Adjuster and Insurer and a qualified barrister and is 

therefore well qualified to assess the outstanding claims. It was further 

confirmed that the loss adjustor had been chosen by Cuadrilla’s 

insurance company.  

 

- When Cuadrilla leaves the site, who will pay for the restoration? Laura 

Hughes advised that Cuadrilla and the Joint Venture Partners, as 

licensees, are responsible for plugging, abandoning and restoring the 

site. She advised that a joint venture agreement between Cuadrilla, AJ 

Lucas and Spirit Energy, means that if one company is unable to 

undertake the job, any other would be liable. 

 

A conversation subsequently ensued regarding the possibility for all 

three companies to be unable to restore the site. Andrew Mullaney 

advised that under extreme scenarios the Oil and Gas Authority could 

be engaged as the ultimate licencing authority, with Laura Hughes 

advising she would provide a fuller explanation on this during the next 

meeting. 
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Joyce Whittle considered Cuadrilla is a limited company, with 

Councillor Dawn Ansell questioning how long Cuadrilla is responsible 

for the site following restoration. Laura Hughes suggested that 

Cuadrilla would be responsible for monitoring the site in accordance 

with the permit. 

 

Steve Molyneux advised that Cuadrilla must satisfy the Environment 

Agency regarding the plugging, abandonment and restoration before it 

can surrender its permit. He advised that permits are only issued if the 

Environment Agency is confident that the site can be fully restored at 

the beginning of its life. He further suggested that Cuadrilla’s ongoing 

robust monitoring will help to illustrate that the site can be abandoned 

as the company will be consistently looking for changes to the baseline 

monitoring.  

6. Lancashire County Council Update  

Providing an update from Lancashire County Council, Andrew Mullaney 

confirmed that the County Council had received no complaints in September. 

Christopher Holliday questioned this, suggesting he was aware a complaint had 

been received. It was agreed that Andrew Mullaney and Christopher Holliday 

would discuss this further once the meeting had ended. 

Andrew Mullaney advised he had received no further correspondence from 

Cuadrilla regarding its application to continue drilling and hydraulically 

fracturing at Preston New Road following November 30th. Councillor Paul 

Hayhurst questioned whether the County Council would take any action should 

Cuadrilla drill or hydraulically fracture at Preston New Road once its consent 

had expired. In response, Andrew Mullaney advised that if there is a breach to 

the planning conditions, the Council will follow the enforcement policy. He 

further noted that enforcement is a spectrum.  

Miranda Cox questioned who would determine a planning application. In 

response, Andrew Mullaney advised that the County Council’s Development 

Control Committee would determine the application if more than one 

objection is received and that the Council will hold its own consultation on the 

proposals.  

Joyce Whittle questioned whether the Government could overrule the 

Development Control Committee’s decision, with Andrew Mullaney confirming 

that this could be the case.  

 

 

 

7. Industry regulators update 

Steve Molyneux announced that he would be stepping away from his current 

role in the Environment Agency and that John Neville will be representing the 
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Agency on the CLG in the future. Members of the CLG thanked Steve Molyneux 

for his contributions to the Group and welcomed John Neville. 

John Neville advised that the Environment Agency had received one complaint 

in September and that the nitrogen lift variation application is still in the 

process of being reviewed. 

Regarding the water levels on site, John Neville advised that the correct 

procedures had been followed by Cuadrilla and that a number of inspections 

and audits are scheduled over the coming weeks.  

A conversation ensued regarding Cuadrilla’s ability to discharge water into Carr 

Bridge Brook. Joyce Whittle considered the impact of increased water levels in 

Carr Bridge Brook on areas such as Lytham. John Neville advised that it is 

Cuadrilla’s responsibility to assess the water to ensure it is clean and that 

water flows are modelled ahead of consent being granted.  

It was further confirmed that Cuadrilla has not yet discharged any water into 

Carr Bridge Brook.  

In the absence of a representative from the Health and Safety Executive, 

Charlotte Woods advised a written update had been provided. 

 

 

 

 

 Question & Answer session 

Several questions were raised by attendees: 

− Is Cuadrilla likely to use nitrogen lifting based on the results of the previous 

well? Laura Hughes advised she hoped that the reservoir will have enough 

pressure for the well to flow naturally but nitrogen will be used if required, 

once permitted. She advised that conversations with the Environment 

Agency are ongoing regarding this.  

 

− Will Cuadrilla change the specification of the flare? Laura Hughes 

confirmed that this would not be the case. 

 

− When did the Health and Safety Executive last undertake a site visit? 

Rowland Wright confirmed that the last visit took place in July. 

 

 

9. 

 

Confirm date of next meeting 

It was confirmed that the next meeting should take place at: 

7pm on Monday 4th November at Wrea Green Institute, Station Road, Wrea 

Green, Preston, PR4 2PH. 

 

10. Any other business 

Sergeant Anthony Alves advised he would be stepping down from the CLG, 

following a change in his role. He stated that Sergeant Martin Mason would be 
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attending the Group on behalf of Lancashire Constabulary in his place. 

Attendees thanked Sergeant Alves for his contribution to the Group and 

welcomed Sergeant Mason. 

 

Councillor Julie Brickles raised two incidents which had taken place at site over 

the weekend of 5th and 6th October. The first incident allegedly related to a 

member of Cuadrilla’s team stopping traffic on Preston New Road to allow a 

vehicle to exit the site. The second event related to two HGVs allegedly being 

escorted out of site, whereby the vehicles crossed over the double white lines 

on the road.  Subsequently, an escort vehicle  overtook the HGVs. Miranda Cox 

confirmed she would send the evidence she held on the incidents to 

representatives from Lancashire Constabulary. Sergeant Alves advised he 

would review the footage but noted that the CCTV which monitors the site’s 

entrance is currently down.  
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Health and Safety Executive Update 
 
Cuadrilla continue to submit weekly operations reports as required by Regulation 19 of the Offshore 

Installations and Wells (Design and Construction, etc) Regulations 1996. HSE’s specialist wells inspectors 

continue to inspect these and, to date, there have been no outstanding issues. 

 

 

 

 


