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Preston New Road Exploration Works | Community Liaison Group 
Date:   

Monday, 5th August 2019      

Venue:  

Wrea Green Institute, Station Road, Wrea Green, Preston, PR4 2PH 

Attending:  

Councillor Paul Hayhurst, member for Fylde West division on Lancashire County Council 

Councillor John Kirkham, member for Warton and Westby ward on Fylde Borough Council  

Councillor Dawn Ansell, Weeton-with-Preese Parish Council  

Councillor Stuart Harrison, Medlar-with-Wesham Town Council 

David Kirkham, Westby-with-Plumptons Parish Council 

Mary Finn, Local Community Representative 

Mary Ellison, Local Community Representative 

Jan Gregson, Local Community Representative 

Christopher Holliday, Local Community Representative 

Andrew Mullaney, Lancashire County Council  

John Neville, Environment Agency 

Lawrence Donaldson, Health & Safety Executive  

Laura Hughes, Cuadrilla  

Rowland Wright, Cuadrilla  

Charlotte Woods, Lexington Communications 

 

Apologies:  

Councillor Julie Brickles, member for Warton and Westby ward on Fylde Borough Council 

Sergeant Anthony Alves, Lancashire Constabulary 

Liz Cheadle, Local Community Representative 

Jim Stancliffe, Health & Safety Executive 

Steve Molyneux, Environment Agency 

Miranda Cox, Kirkham Town Council 

 

Item  Action 

1. 

 

 

Welcome and apologies 

Councillor Hayhurst welcomed attendees and Charlotte Woods noted the 

apologies received. 

 

 

2. Agree meeting report of 1st July 2019  

Members approved the meeting report as an accurate record. 

 

3. Review actions arising from previous meeting 

Action 1. David Kirkham to provide an update – David Kirkham advised 

attendees that as no elected councillor on Kirkham Town Council wished to sit 

on the CLG, the Council had nominated Miranda Cox as its representative. He 
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advised that Cuadrilla is happy for Miranda Cox to be the Town Council’s 

representative, on the agreement that she would step down should an elected 

councillor wish to serve as the representative in the future. Councillor Paul 

Hayhurst requested that David Kirkham writes to Kirkham Town Council, asking 

it to formalise this decision by discussing their chosen representative at the 

next Town Council meeting. 

Action 2. Charlotte Woods to reorder agenda – Charlotte Woods confirmed the 

agenda had been reordered.  

Action 3. Laura Hughes to provide further update – Laura Hughes advised that a 

concrete service plinth had been removed, which required a section of 

membrane to be installed.  The incorrect specification of membrane was 

delivered to site and was used as a temporary solution whilst the correct 

specification membrane was delivered. She advised this was identified and 

remedied and was supervised by an independent Certified Quality Auditor 

(CQA). She considered that this showed that the supervisory system in place 

works as it should.  

Action 4. Laura Hughes to provide further update – Laura Hughes advised that 

the section of membrane in question was not subject to any operational 

chemical and was assessed and disposed of in the correct manner. 

Action 5. David Kirkham to provide update – David Kirkham noted that no 

representative from Carr Bridge Residential Park had been found since the last 

meeting. He advised that a member of Westby-with-Plumptons Parish Council, 

Joyce Whittle, would be willing to attend the CLG as a resident of Westby, if no 

representative could be found. Councillor Paul Hayhurst requested that David 

Kirkham raise this during the next meeting of Westby-with-Plumptons Parish 

Council.  

David 

Kirkham to 

write to 

Kirkham 

Town 

Council 
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4. Lancashire Police update 

Charlotte Woods advised that in the absence of an attendee from Lancashire 

Constabulary, a written update had been provided.  

 

 

6. Site update  

Laura Hughes explained that Cuadrilla is continuing to prepare for the 

recommencement of hydraulic fracturing at Preston New Road.  

She outlined that on the morning of 16th July, the majority of the equipment 

relating to fracking operations had been remobilised and has been rigged up 

on site.  The new site configuration includes a the sound wall around the 

fracturing equipment, which is expected to contain more sound than during 

previous operations. She further advised of the works undertaken on PNR1z 

and PNR2 in advance of fracking operations, including downhole seismic array 
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testing, and noted that the surface Traffic Light System monitoring equipment 

had been tested and verified. It was confirmed that Cuadrilla is currently 

cleaning the well following the tests undertaken and that hydraulic fracturing 

operations will recommence in due course. 

With regards to industry regulators, Laura Hughes advised that the HSE and EA 

had undertaken a site visit on 25th July, with no issues identified. Furthermore, 

she confirmed that following assessment, both the EA and OGA had now 

agreed Cuadrilla’s Hydraulic Fracture Plan for the second well at Preston New 

Road. 

Noting the high level of rainfall over recent weeks, Laura Hughes explained 

that this had resulted in an increase in HGV movements due to the need to 

tanker rainwater off site. 

Laura Hughes subsequently noted that Cuadrilla is seeking a variation on a 

planning condition which would seek to allow additional time for drilling and 

hydraulic fracturing operations, but not to change either the existing approved 

work scope or the requirement for the site to be decommissioned and restored 

by April 2023. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Question & Answer session 

Several questions were raised by attendees: 

− What is the timeframe for this variation of the planning condition? Laura 

Hughes considered the timeframe to be in the order of approximately one 

year. She advised that the site will still need to be restored by April 2023 

and that restoration works will need to begin approximately one year 

ahead of this.  

 

− What faith is there that these time targets will be achieved against the 

background of this request and will Cuadrilla request a further extension? 

Laura Hughes advised that the one- timeframe for restoration works is 

considered reasonable. She advised that this will be assessed and reviewed 

ahead of this phase of work beginning. She noted that Cuadrilla believes 

the exploration operations will be successful and that, in this instance, 

Cuadrilla may need to submit future planning applications or variations to 

enable operations to continue and bring economic benefits to Lancashire.  

 

− Cuadrilla has previously stated that under the current Traffic Light System, 

commercial production is unlikely to be viable. Against this background, 

why are you continuing to pursue activity at this site? Laura Hughes noted 

Cuadrilla’s previous statements and advised that the company is focused 

on continuing its works at Preston New Road to prove the concept 

Bowland shale is technical viable. She noted that the ongoing works will 
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provide additional data, which will assist regulators in their eventual 

review of the Traffic Light System.  

 

− Having experienced the seismic activity which stemmed from your Preese 

Hall activity, how can you be sure that seismic activity like this will not be 

encountered again? Councillor Dawn Ansell identified that different 

regulations had been in place at the time of the seismic activity 

experienced at Preese Hall. Laura Hughes built upon this, advising that the 

Traffic Light System is very conservative and heavily regulated. She advised 

that there are multiple systems in place to monitor the fracture network 

and that Cuadrilla has an obligation under the Hydraulic Fracture Plan to 

stop pumping if any seismicity over 0.5 magnitude is detected. 

 

− Did hydraulic fracturing at Preese Hall take place 24 hours a day? Laura 

Hughes advised she would provide an answer to this question at the next 

CLG meeting. 

 

A conversation subsequently ensued regarding the Traffic Light System, 

with Councillor Stuart Harrison questioning the need to increase the 

current thresholds. Laura Hughes explained that it is likely that felt 

seismicity is likely during fracturing operations, however this will be much 

below levels that can cause damage. Real time controls are in place, as 

described in the hydraulic fracture plan, to prevent harm to people or 

damage to properties. She further identified that the works undertaken on 

PNR2 would provide additional data which could be used to review 

whether the Traffic Light System should be changed. 

 

− With regards to the letter sent to Cuadrilla’s closest neighbours on 2nd 

August, where is the evidence of the growing levels of support for 

fracking? Laura Hughes advised of a recent BEIS Attitudes Tracker which 

showed support for fracking had increased. She advised she would send 

this to Charlotte Woods to disseminate.  

 

− Why is Cuadrilla applying to extend its planning permission when activity 

on PNR1z has paused for several months? Laura Hughes advised of two 

sleeves within PNR1z that had become stuck open during operations in 

Autumn 2018. She advised that Cuadrilla is continuing measures to close 

these sleeves. It was stated that the well integrity of PNR1z is not affected 

by the sleeves becoming open and further operations on PNR1z is subject 

to a technical solution. Laura Hughes further advised that this will not 

impact Cuadrilla’s ability to seal the well in the future.  

 

− What faith is there in future operations based on the sleeve situation in 

PNR1z? Laura Hughes stated that Cuadrilla’s operations are of a gold 

standard and are one of the most highly regulated operations in the world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Laura 

Hughes to 

provide 

update 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Charlotte 

Woods to 

disseminate  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5 
 

The open sleeves do not represent a risk to the environment or people and 

that operational mechanical challenges are the reality of an operational 

environment.  

 

− What is the process for the planning condition variation, how will the 

application be determined and what are the associated timings? Laura 

Hughes advised that Cuadrilla’s next step is to submit a scoping report to 

Lancashire County Council. She noted that following feedback from the 

Authority, an Environmental Assessment will be produced and submitted 

alongside a planning application. Whilst it was confirmed that Cuadrilla 

would finish its forthcoming operations by November, in line with the 

current consent, November is not an internal deadline for the 

determination of this forthcoming application.  

 

Andrew Mullaney built upon this, advising that the application would be a 

Section 73 application to vary one condition. He advised that if the 

application receives no objections, it would be determined by himself, and 

if the application receives one or more objections, it would be determined 

by the Development Control Committee. With regards to timings, Andrew 

Mullaney advised that the application is materially a full planning 

application and the Authority would therefore hold a public consultation 

ahead of determination. Councillor Paul Hayhurst noted that those both 

for and against the application would have an opportunity to address the 

Development Control Committee during the determination meeting. 

 

− Is the horizontal section of well horizontal? Laura Hughes advised that the 

section is horizontal with small undulations. 

 

− Why did Cuadrilla bring its equipment back onto site via a convoy through 

local villages on 16th July, in turn waking residents up? Laura Hughes stated 

that the route was agreed following discussions with the police in an effort 

to cause the least disruption. She advised that consideration will again be 

given to the impact on residents during future convoy movements.  

 

− Once the wells have served their purpose, will they be used to dispose of 

radioactive waste? Laura Hughes confirmed that the wells would not be 

used to dispose of radioactive waste under any circumstances.  

 

− Why was the tower erected at night, is this a planning breach? Laura 

Hughes advised that the time restrictions outlined within the planning 

permission are related to pumping only and that other on site operations 

are unrestricted.  
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− Has Cuadrilla discharged any water to Carr Bridge Brook? Laura Hughes 

confirmed that no water had been discharged to Carr Bridge Brook to date, 

as system commissioning is still ongoing.  

 

− What is the percentage of British staff versus overseas staff at Preston New 

Road? Laura Hughes stated she would provide an update at the next CLG 

meeting, but that the overall mix is expected to be 50:50. She noted that 

Cuadrilla’s direct employees are largely British, bar a handful of senior 

supervisors from the US / Canada who have brought over their vast shale 

experience. It was further noted that Expro personnel are largely British, 

whilst Schlumberger personnel are a mix of nationalities.   

 

 

 

 

Laura 

Hughes to 

advise 

7. Lancashire County Council Update  

Providing an update from Lancashire County Council, Andrew Mullaney 

advised that no complaints about Cuadrilla’s operations have been received 

since July’s CLG meeting. He advised that one complaint regarding the 

protester hut on Preston New Road had been received. 

 

 

8. Industry regulators update 

Lawrence Donaldson advised that there was no update from the Health & 

Safety Executive.  

John Neville noted that a joint community update on behalf of the EA, HSE and 

OGA had been shared with members of the CLG earlier in the day. He outlined 

that within this document, an update had been provided on approved changes 

to the composition of the fracturing fluid and the refining of arrangements for 

the management of waste. He further advised that Cuadrilla has since applied 

for an additional variation to the environmental permit seeking consent for the 

use of nitrogen lifting and that a consultation on this is ongoing.  

Further to previous updates shared with attendees, John Neville advised that 

the EA is still investigating data gaps in groundwater monitoring data and that 

Steve Molyneux would have an update on this at the next CLG meeting. 

John Neville outlined that the EA had issued approval on the Hydraulic Fracture 

Plan for PNR2 and that two site visits, on 25th and 31st July, had raised no 

issues.  

Councillor Dawn Ansell asked John Neville whether it was considered 

acceptable for there to be no limit on the quantity of cold methane used by 

Cuadrilla, given that methane has high levels of CO2 and whether there is a 

limit to the amount of nitrogen Cuadrilla is allowed to store on site. John 

Neville advised that a response to both of these questions would be provided 

at the next CLG meeting. Laura Hughes further stated that as nitrogen is an 

inert gas, she did not expect a limit on the level of nitrogen stored to be 

covered within the permitting process.  
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Councillor Dawn Ansell further enquired regarding the disposal of flowback 

fluid following the approved changes to the composition of the fracturing fluid. 

Laura Hughes advised that whilst the permit allows for use of chemicals, it is 

unlikely that the composition of the fracturing fluid will be different from 

previous operations, other than in increased concentration of friction reducer 

and the use of biocide to combat bacteria growth. She noted that flowback 

handling is detailed in the permit and that the systems are largely unchanged. 

A conversation ensued regarding a ‘cradle to grave’ routing of chemicals 

schematic that had previously been shared by Steve Molyneux. It was 

requested that the EA provides another schematic detailing the routing of 

chemicals at the next meeting.   
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9. 

 

Confirm date of next meeting 

It was confirmed that the next meeting should take place at: 

7pm on Monday, 2nd September at Wrea Green Institute, Station Road, Wrea 

Green, Preston, PR4 2PH. 

 

10. Any other business 

Councillor Dawn Ansell raised an alleged incident relating to a driver shouting 

abusive language at a protester earlier in the day. Laura Hughes advised she 

was not aware of this event but would seek to investigate further and provide 

an update at the next CLG meeting. 

  

Laura 

Hughes to 
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update 

 
Lancashire Police Update 
 
We have seen an increase in campaigners at the site over the last week. Vehicles have been getting 

stopped entering and leaving the site which has resulted in deployments of officers again. 

There has been no change to the normal staffing, we are still working with 2 carriers of officers per day, 

with no plans to change this. There have been increases on certain days when we are expecting more 

numbers than usual and some are detailed below. These increases has been an additional carrier (7 

Officers) 

Arrest figures – There have been a total of 5 arrests all of which have been charged. Offences include 

Sect 5 Public Order and Obstructing a Police officer. 

Complaints – Our professional standards department are currently working on 9 ongoing complaints. 

Incidents of note: 

On July 2nd we attended to support LFRS following a report of a fire on the Camp at the rear of Lytham 

windows. Some of the initial reports suggested it sounded like an explosion. LFRS attended and put the 

fire out which was in one of the far corners. LFRS advised the fire was accidental following someone 

burning candle wax and leaving un-attended for a short time. LFRS will be contacting the land owner 

regarding fire safety prevention measures. No one was injured, 2 wooden structures were burnt down. 
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July 10th – Women in white event – This was the 100th Women in white event to take place at the site 

and saw an increase in numbers attending. Officer numbers were increased and a contra flow put in 

place to facilitate this. Good natured event with no incidents. 

July 30th – Labour Leader Jeremy Corbyn attended the site entrance. This attracted an increase in 

numbers and national press. Due to the numbers a contra flow was put in place for a brief period. 

Another good natured event with no issues of note. 


