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Preston New Road Exploration Works | Community Liaison Group 
Date:   

Monday, 1st July 2019      

Venue:  

Wrea Green Institute, Station Road, Wrea Green, Preston, PR4 2PH 

Attending:  

Councillor John Kirkham, member for Warton and Westby ward on Fylde Borough Council  

Councillor Dawn Ansell, Weeton-with-Preese Parish Council  

Councillor Stuart Harrison, Medlar-with-Wesham Town Council 

Mary Finn, Local Community Representative 

Jan Gregson, Local Community Representative 

Liz Cheadle, Local Community Representative  

Christopher Holliday, Local Community Representative 

Sergeant Anthony Alves, Lancashire Constabulary 

Andrew Mullaney, Lancashire County Council  

Steve Molyneux, Environment Agency 

Laura Hughes, Cuadrilla  

Rowland Wright, Cuadrilla  

Charlotte Woods, Lexington Communications 

 

Apologies:  

Councillor Paul Hayhurst, member for Fylde West division on Lancashire County Council  

Councillor Julie Brickles, member for Warton and Westby ward on Fylde Borough Council 

David Kirkham, Westby-with-Plumptons Parish Council 

Jim Stancliffe, Health & Safety Executive 

 

Item  Action 

1. 

 

 

Welcome and apologies 

Councillor Kirkham welcomed attendees and Charlotte Woods noted the 

apologies received. 

 

 

2. Agree meeting report of 3rd June 2019  

Members approved the meeting report as an accurate record. 

 

3. Review actions arising from previous meeting 

Action 1. Steven Wong to liaise with UU’s media team, David Kirkham and 

Diane Dibley – Charlotte Woods advised attendees that Steven Wong had 

provided a written update.  

Action 2. Andrew Mullaney to liaise with highways colleagues – Andrew 

Mullaney advised that he had raised the concerns of subsistence on Preston 
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New Road with highways colleagues and that this has been followed up 

internally. 

Action 3. Laura Hughes to update at the next meeting – Laura Hughes 

confirmed that an investigation into the attempted right turn into site had 

taken place. She advised that the mistake followed the changing of drivers due 

to EU rules on driving hours, and that the second driver had not been fully 

briefed on the Traffic Management Plan. She stated that Cuadrilla had 

reinforced the importance of the Plan to the company in question to ensure 

this does not happen again.  

Action 4. David Kirkham to liaise with the Clerk – David Kirkham to provide an 

update on representation from Kirkham Town Council at the next CLG meeting. 

Action 5. Andrew Mullaney to draft a letter for Chair’s approval – Andrew 

Mullaney confirmed that he had drafted a letter and that this had been passed 

on to Councillor Paul Hayhurst. Charlotte Woods provided an update on behalf 

of David Kirkham relating to the details of how the payment for the first well 

had been distributed. The breakdown was confirmed as: £10,400 to the AFC 

Fylde Foundation; £17,450 to Just Good Friends; and £110,000 to wireless 

broadband provision, subject to contract.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

David 

Kirkham to 

provide an 

update 

4. Question and Answer Session 

Councillor Dawn Ansell requested that this agenda item is moved to follow 

agenda item six, site update, moving forwards. Attendees agreed with this 

suggestion and Charlotte Woods advised she would update future agendas 

accordingly. 

Charlotte 

Woods to 

reorder 

agenda 

5. Lancashire Police update 

Sergeant Alves informed attendees that since the last meeting, there had been 

no arrests and two new complaints. He advised there had been no notable 

disruptions during June and that officer numbers were to remain the same 

moving forwards, although this is under constant review. 

As per the last meeting, Sergeant Alves noted that local residents had raised 

concerns regarding noise from Maple Farm as a result of the Samba band 

practising. He confirmed that Fylde Council’s Environmental Health team had 

been informed and were now addressing this issue.  

Councillor Dawn Ansell questioned why the number of police officers attending 

the site is to remain the same, noting the small number of protesters attending 

each day. Sergeant Alves advised that the number of protesters varies each 

day and a conversation ensued regarding a protester event linked to the 

upcoming 100th anniversary of the weekly ‘Call for Calm’ walk.  
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6. Site update  

Laura Hughes advised that the Hydraulic Fracture Plan for PNR2 is being 

reviewed by the Environment Agency and Oil & Gas Authority and that 

Cuadrilla is moving forwards with the preparation of the site in anticipation of 

consent. She advised that Cuadrilla is working alongside the Environment 

Agency to provide more information relating to data gaps in groundwater 

monitoring data, as discussed during June’s CLG meeting. It was confirmed that 

Cuadrilla is using this opportunity to develop increasingly robust procedures 

and is undertaking analysis to guard against future non-compliance.  

Referring to United Utilities’ pipe installation work at Preston New Road, Laura 

Hughes advised that Cuadrilla’s viewing area has been temporarily closed due 

to the water companies access needs. Councillor Dawn Ansell suggested that 

United Utilities signage relating to these works is too small for residents to 

read.  

Several questions were raised by attendees: 

− What measures does Cuadrilla take to monitor the pad membrane? Laura 

Hughes confirmed that Cuadrilla undertakes monitoring primarily by 

ground water monitoring outside of the membrane.  

 

− Has Cuadrilla taken any membrane off site for disposal? Laura Hughes 

advised that some membrane works had been undertaken following the 

removal of a concrete block, under the supervision of an independent 

Certified Quality Auditor (CQA).  She undertook to provide an update on 

any disposal at the next meeting. 

 

− Is the membrane hazardous when it is lifted? Laura Hughes advised that 

any membrane removed is treated with caution and that she would 

provide an update on how the membrane is treated at the next meeting. 

Steve Molyneux advised attendees that the membrane’s purpose is to 

protect the ground against the spillage of any fluids on site. 

 

− Has the Environment Agency given Cuadrilla permission to begin hydraulic 

fracturing well 2 and, if not, why has Cuadrilla begun preparing the site? 

Laura Hughes advised that regulators have not yet signed off the Hydraulic 

Fracture Plan for PNR2. She further explained that preparatory work is 

being undertaken at Cuadrilla’s own risk in anticipation of permission being 

granted. 

 

− Has Cuadrilla approached Lancashire County Council regarding extending 

its permit to undertake hydraulic fracturing at Preston New Road? Andrew 

Mullaney confirmed Lancashire County Council has not been approached 

by Cuadrilla regarding an extension to the existing permit.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Laura 

Hughes to 

provide 

further 

update 

Laura 

Hughes to 

provide 

further 

update 
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7. Lancashire County Council Update  

Providing an update from Lancashire County Council, Andrew Mullaney 

advised that no complaints have been received since June’s CLG meeting.  

 

 

8. Industry regulators update 

Steve Molyneux advised attendees that the Environment Agency has 

undertaken no site inspections since the last CLG meeting and is currently 

reviewing the Hydraulic Fracture Plan for PNR2. He confirmed that he is 

working alongside Cuadrilla regarding the gaps in groundwater data referenced 

by Laura Hughes earlier in the meeting and that the next groundwater 

Compliance Assessment Report will be issued on Citizen Space in the coming 

week. He further explained that the regulator would circulate a Community 

Update following the determination of the permit variation application, which 

he expected to be announced ahead of August’s CLG.  

Charlotte Woods advised attendees that the Health & Safety Executive had 

provided a written response.  

 

 

 

 

 

9. 

 

Confirm date of next meeting 

It was confirmed that the next meeting should take place at: 

7pm on Monday, 5th August at Wrea Green Institute, Station Road, Wrea 

Green, Preston, PR4 2PH. 

 

10. Any other business 

It was noted that since the last meeting, Diane Dibley had resigned from the 

CLG. Charlotte Woods provided an update on behalf of David Kirkham, 

confirming that he will address the issue of representation from Carr Bridge 

Residential Park at the upcoming Westby-with-Plumptons Parish Council 

meeting. An update on this is to be provided during August’s CLG meeting.  

 

 

David 

Kirkham to 

provide 

update  

 
United Utilities Update 
 
I’d like to confirm that since the last CLG meeting, I had spoken to our press office and an article went 

out to the local press to warn in advance of the United Utilities work. This article went out on 12th June 

2019. 

https://www.blackpoolgazette.co.uk/news/years-of-water-pipe-work-to-come-to-an-end-as-united-

utilities-plans-big-new-project-off-preston-new-road-1-9818463 

I also forwarded on a copy of the electronic version of the information leaflet we had designed and 

produced to David Kirkham who confirmed that he’d received it. 

 

https://www.blackpoolgazette.co.uk/news/years-of-water-pipe-work-to-come-to-an-end-as-united-utilities-plans-big-new-project-off-preston-new-road-1-9818463
https://www.blackpoolgazette.co.uk/news/years-of-water-pipe-work-to-come-to-an-end-as-united-utilities-plans-big-new-project-off-preston-new-road-1-9818463
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Health & Safety Executive Update 
 

1. HSE has now received statutory notifications from Cuadrilla Resources Ltd for proposed 
work at wells PNR1z and PNR2. These notifications, made under the Boreholes Sites and 
Operations Regulations 1995, require the operator of a well to submit relevant notifications 
at least 21 days prior to work commencing.  HSE’s specialist Wells inspectors are scrutinising 
these notifications and a joint site inspection with Environment Agency colleagues is 
planned in late July. 

2. Along with colleagues from the Environment Agency and the Oil and Gas Authority 
(representing the Shale Environmental Regulators Group, or SERG), HSE officers provided a 
presentation to twenty or so councillors and planning officials at Lancashire County Council 
on Monday 17th June. This forms part of the SERG’s commitment to assist Mineral Planning 
Authorities in providing background information when they receive planning applications. 
The session outlined the three bodies’ regulatory approach in regard to the shale oil and gas 
industry, and also included a presentation from the Planning Advisory Service. Officers and 
councillors also had the opportunity to seek further information in a Q&A session. The event 
was well attended and well received. 

 


